
REPORT  

IRIS National Fair – 2025-26 

 

Dr. Ambedkar International Centre partnered with EXSTEMPLAR Education Linkers 

Foundation for their flagship event Initiative for Research and Innovation in STEM (IRIS) 

National Fair themed “Sustainability through Innovation” from 30th- 31st January, 2026 at 

Dr. Ambedkar International Centre. 

The national fair brought together young researchers, educators, institutional leaders, and 

distinguished guests to celebrate student-led research aligned with the United Nations 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

This year, the fair featured 62 research projects centred on Sustainable Development, presented 

by 81 students from 17 states and 23 cities across India, along with a four-member 

international team from South Africa. The diversity of participation reflected the growing 

national and global interest in youth-driven innovation addressing sustainability challenges. 

The exhibition opened in the morning with stall allocation and project setup, followed by safety 

inspections to ensure readiness for display. The official inauguration took place with a ribbon-

cutting ceremony and VIP walkthrough of the exhibition, marking the formal commencement 

of the fair. The inauguration was conducted by Shri Sudhansh Pant, Secretary, Ministry of 

Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India. The member secretary of DAIC, 

Shri V. Apparao also graced the occasion. Post-inauguration, the dignitaries visited the 

exhibition stalls, reviewed student projects, and interacted with the participants, appreciating 

their research and innovation aligned with sustainable development. The Secretary addressed 

the students, teachers, and accompanying parents during the inaugural session.  

A key highlight of the day was the Principal and Teacher Conference on Sustainable 

Development through Innovation, organised to encourage a focused and structured approach 

to promoting sustainability in classroom teaching. The conference explored pedagogical 

strategies, digital readiness, robotics in education, and integration of SDGs into curriculum 

design. It aimed to empower educators to translate sustainability concepts into practical 

classroom engagement. A series of academic symposia were conducted featuring experts from 

research, education, and industry. Sessions covered STEM research, innovation, and 

sustainability, providing participants with exposure to advanced scientific thinking and 

emerging opportunities in research. 

Judges conducted mentoring and interaction sessions with student participants, offering expert 

feedback and guidance. The day also included an interactive talent showcase celebrating 

creativity and collaboration among participants. 

An important component of the fair was a poster competition and exhibition illustrating how 

participating student projects aligned with the 17 United Nations Sustainable Development 

Goals. These visual representations highlighted the real-world relevance of student research 

and its contribution to global priorities. 



Selected posters will be documented in a Coffee Table Book titled 

“Sustainable Development through Innovation,” which will serve as a permanent record of 

student research and a resource for educators and institutions promoting sustainability 

education. 

The final day opened with continued exhibition display and judging interactions. Public 

viewing sessions invited local schools, college students, encouraging community engagement 

and inspiring younger students toward research and innovation. 

The event concluded with the Valedictory and Awards Ceremony held in the Bhim Auditorium, 

DAIC. The ceremony included an audio-visual presentation summarising the fair, special 

addresses by distinguished dignitaries like Mr. Gaurav Bhagat (Entrepreneur and Podcaster), 

Col Akash Patil, Director, DAIC and Dr. Sanjeev Kumar- President - Biologics Research and 

Manufacturing and recognition of student achievements. Medals and special awards were 

presented to outstanding projects, including sustainability-themed recognitions and 

international participation certificates. 

The ceremony concluded with a vote of thanks, group photographs, and high tea. Participants 

then dismantled their exhibits and departed, marking the successful conclusion of the IRIS 

National Fair 2025–26. 

 

Photographs:-  
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